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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Bruker, 2000); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. (Brückner et al., 2000; Harrop et al., 2003; Ren et al., 2002) . As part of our research programme on the structure of Schiff base compounds (Diao, 2007; Diao et al., 2007; Li et al., 2007; Huang et al., 2007) , we report here the structure of the title compound.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound consists of two Schiff base molecules, three water molecules and one methanol molecule (Fig. 1) . The corresponding bond lengths and angles in the two Schiff base molecules are nearly identical. The dihedral angle between the C1-C6 and C9-C14 benzene rings is 7.8 (2)° and that between the C15-C20 and C23-C28 benzene rings is 4.0 (2)°. The structure of each molecule is stabilized by O-H···O and O-H···N intramolecular hydrogen bonds.
In the crystal structure, the molecules are linked through intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table   1) , forming a three-dimensional network (Fig. 2 ).
Salicylaldehyde (1.0 mmol, 122.1 mg) and 3,4-dihydroxybenzoic acid hydrazide (1.0 mmol, 168.2 mg) were dissolved in a methanol solution (70 ml). The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1 h and filtered. After keeping the filtrate in air for a week, yellow block-shaped crystals were formed. 
